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Flight Museums Take Microsoft Flight Sim To The Next Level

[Bellingham, WA] – While most aviation enthusiasts are familiar with the Microsoft Flight Simulator, the general public may not be aware of the huge after-market gaming industry that has grown from simulator style programs. Thanks to a couple of computer-savvy volunteers at the Heritage Flight Museum, the skills of this industry are being put to use in a way that no other air and space museum has ever seen before.

In 2009 using a previously designed Flight Sim model of the Heritage Flight Museum's P-51D Val-Halla, volunteers Steve Kessinger and Jeff Geer created a prototype exhibit allowing museum visitors to fly various warbird aircraft in Microsoft Flight Simulator. One of the P-51's designers, Mr. Garry Smith, duplicated the paint schemes of the museum's aircraft, and working with the Heritage Flight Museum's WW II history project he also recreated the Bellingham airport as it was during WW II off the actual blueprints! 

Word of the project spread and interest by Historic Flight Foundation Chairman, John T. Sessions, enabled further development and partnership on the program. The program now allows visitors to fly many of the aircraft operated by both  museums such as the P-51s, T-6s, B-25, Tigercat, Bearcat, and Spitfire, and Paine Field has also been reconstructed as it was during WW II. 

Interactive Display

Visitors of Heritage Flight Museum have already been ‘testing’ the new hardware and software, and have shown that the Flight Sim Stations are one of the most popular features at the Museum. Through these virtual environments, visitors are able to sit at the controls of virtual aircraft replicas and experience virtual flight in a historically accurate setting! From flying solo in the primary trainers to attempting a formation join-up in a fighter, the experience is engaging, meaningful and full of educational opportunities! Both museums are excited about how this will engage visitors and enhance their museum  experience. Through virtual flight, visitors will learn more about aviation and history - from the challenges of flying to how their communities have changed over time.

First of its kind

Flight sims are nothing new to aviation museums, but what makes this particular project unique is the scope and attention to detail and historical accuracy. Going beyond the museum aircraft and including authentic historic scenery is what makes this project truly unique. Using historic photos and Army Corps of Engineer blueprints from the WWII era, scenery developer Garry Smith has brought the old Army airfields back to life, making it possible for museum visitors of all ages to really experience historic aircraft in their ‘original’ setting.

Membership Program

As this project developed, it became evident that creating a membership community around it would be inevitable.  Flight Sim Membership are a renewable, $50/year membership.  Benefits include; 

· Admission to both Heritage Flight Museum and Historic Flight Foundation

· Reserved flight time on Flight Sim Stations during Museum open hours (up to 20 minutes)

· Flight Sim Members-Only newsletter and special events

· ** Bonus: Flight Sim Members will be able to download the software updates that we developed for this program, for their own home use on MS Flight Sim 9/2004!

· ** Bonus: Flight Sim Members will be able to arrange formation sorties through the multi-player feature with friends, simmers or other museum visitors!

· ** Bonus: Flight Sim Members will have access to future software developments as they come available!

For more information about the Heritage Flight Museum, visit their web site at www.heritageflight.org. For more information about Historic Flight Foundation, visit their web site at www.historicflight.org.  
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